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The Greenhouse Effect 


THE GREENHOUSE EFFECT 

Renee Sams 

ENORMOUS CHANGES have been brought about on this planet 
by the activities of the human race, the most dramatic of those 
changes having taken place over the last 150-200 years. The 
Industrial Revolution escalated the process and its effect on the 
earth and its climate is only now beginning to become clear. 

The capitalist exploiters gave no thought to the devastation of 
land, it seemed as though the raw materials were inexhaustible. 
Waste products poured into the rivers and seas just disappeared 
with no damage done. Gases poured into the air vanished into the 
sky. Factories are still pouring out those waste products into the 
air , the rivers and the seas but now the damage is beginning to be 
visible and the dangers obvious. Environmentalists and the Green 
movement have warned of many of the dangers of pollution, not 
only to animal life but to human life, but the capitalist system in 
crisis is more intent than ever in making mega-profits without 
thought for the future. 

Earlier this year, a disastrous drought occurred in the Midwest 
of America, which sparked off a debate in the scientific world 
that this is the beginning of what could be dramatic changes in the 
climate known as the “greenhouse effect”. 

Since then there has been disastrous floods in China and 
Bangladesh that may well lead to serious food shortages there, and 
another in the Sudan, where more rain fell in one day had fallen 
for 40 years. 

Over the past few decades scientists have noticed a build-up of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, which they believe will cause 
the earth to warm up. Data from both northern and southern 
hemispheres show clear signs of an increase in mean temperatures 
during the 1970s and ’80s. But some regions of the globe have 
moved against that trend and a large part of Europe, including 
Britain, has cooled by about 0.25 degrees Celsius over the past 20 
years. 

These figures were collated by the Climate Research Unit, 
which is a world authority on global temperature trends and it has 
compared data going back to the middle of the 19th century. This 
warming effect comes at a time when industrial activity is 
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releasing ever more carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, 
sulphur dioxide and chloro-fluorocarbons into the atmosphere. 
These are the gases known as “greenhouse gases” because they trap 
infra-red heat near the ground. 

Incoming solar energy passes through the atmosphere and warms 
the earth’s surface. The surface re-radiates energy as infra-red 
radiation, which the various greenhouse gases absorb on the way 
back into space. The higher the concentration of such gases in the 
atmosphere, the warmer the lower layers of the atmosphere will 
be. 

On average, 1987 was the warmest year on record, with 1981 
and 1983 tying for second place, the figures for the southern 
hemisphere are even more dramatic, where seven of the the eight 
warmest years on record have occurred in the 1980s, with 1987 
the warmest. 

The rise of carbon dioxide is due largely to the release of the gas 
from the combustion of fossil fuels, i.e., oil, coal and natural 
gas. Approximately half of the carbon emitted since the Industrial 
Revolution persists in the atmosphere to this day and the 
continuing rise is inevitable. 

The abundance of methane produced by human waste, 
intensification of animal husbandry, microbial activity in rice 
cultivation, is also increasing even faster than carbon dixoide. 
The rate of increase of those factors averages between 1 and 2 per 
cent a year and has already doubled since pre-industrial times. 

Industrial activity also produces sulphur dioxide, nitrous oxide, 
and, of course, the now well-known chloro-fluorocarbons used in 
aerosols, refrigerators and the making of packaging for the 
fast-food industry. 

It is these CFCs that are believed to play a major role in the 
most recent phenomenon, discovered only two years ago by the 
British Antarctic Survey, the hole in the ozone layer above the 
southern hemisphere. This hole is now the size of the USA, 
covering approximately 10 per cent of the southern 
hemisphere,and there has been a 3 per cent decline in general 
ozone layers over populated areas such as Europe. So much ozone 
was lost in 1987 that the polar atmosphere was hardly warmed. 

Loss of ozone over Antarctica could have implications not only 
for the local environment but for a significant part of the 
hemisphere. It will almost certainly cause a rise in the number of 
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leukaemia and skin-cancer cases. 

Nitrous oxide, another gas contributing to the greenhouse effect 
is produced by car exhausts, power stations burning fossil fuels 
and from industrial boilers. 

Scientists have estimated that the relative proportions of these 
gases causing the changes in the atmosphere are carbon dioxide 
around 50 per cent, methane about 20 per cent, CFCs about 15 
per cent and nitrous oxide over 10 per cent. 

The destruction of the forests that once covered the earth, 
which store carbon dioxide and release oxygen, is a major 
contributor to the greenhouse effect. The human species has been 
chopping down trees and altering the face of the landscape since 
its earliest days. But over the last few decades, with the advent of 
heavy machinery, over half the world’s tropical rain forests have 
been destroyed. 

In 1960 forest extended over more than half of Thailand, now it 
covers less than a quarter. Central America had 80 per cent of its 
original rainforest left in 1960; only 40 per cent remains today. 

Dr Norman Myers, one of the world’s leading authorities on this 
issue, estimates that at least 50 million acres of tropical forests are 
being converted to other uses every year. 

And most of this is done for profit, not for the needs of local 
people. A single rainforest tree can be worth 1,000 dollars, in 
foreign exchange. By the time it finishes up in parquet flooring, 
panelling on a luxury yacht, it may be worth as much as 17,000 
dollars. 

It must be remembered that the majority of the world’s people 
live in the under-developed countries, in small towns and villages 
without electricity. They have to burn wood for cooking, 
heating, etc. They have no choice but to chop down trees for 
fuel. 

Cattle are the main destroyers in Central America, they are, as 
another expert put it, “turning forests into hamburgers.” 

In the last 25 years more than a quarter of the region’s rain 
forest has been turned to grass - and almost all the beef produced 
on it has gone to the United States to end up as burgers. The 
imported beef is so much cheaper than American-produced meat 
that it cuts the equivalent of 5 cents off the price of every 
hamburger. 

In the Third World as a whole, 800 million country people have 


Discussion 3 


Discussion: The Environment 


nowhere to grow food to feed their families. So they are hungry 
for land - even rainforest. Once they have felled and burned the 
trees, they find the soil poor, it cannot produce crops for more 
than two or three years. So they have to press deeper into the 
forest. This slash and burn agriculture is costing the world dear. 
The plight for the people of these countries is all the more bitter 
because much of the good agricultural land held by the big 
landowners is farmed inefficiently. But in those countries, the 
cattle barons and the big landowners invariably run the 
government. 

These parts of the world arc also heavily exploited by the giant 
transnational corporations whose budgets are bigger than the 
whole gross national product of some of the countries they are 
exploiting. 

Cheap labour plus an exchange rate which is always in favour of 
the dollar enable the capitalists to make mega-profits. And a 
bonus for the pharmaceutical companies is that they can sell 
chemical fertilisers, herbicides and fungicides that have been 
banned in the developed countries after being proved harmful to 
people and wildlife. Thousands of farmers and agricultural 
workers have died and many made ill mainly because of lack of 
knowledge of the dangerous substances they are using. 

But for the rest of the world it is the vegetation, particularly 
the mass of vegetation in the rain forests, that helps to regulate 
the climate of the earth by absorbing carbon dioxide; the whole 
world will suffer if it is not controlled and there is not much time 
to do it in - fifty years if we are lucky. 

Already the destruction of tropical forests is having other 
devastating effects in many parts of the world. For example in the 
Himalayas. In Nepal over half the forests have been cut down, 
and now that the trees which bound the soil to the mountainside 
have gone, the rains wash more than 10 tonnes of soil a year from 
every acre of the bare slopes. 

As the soil goes, crops fail. Rice yields in the Nepalese hills 
have dropped by one-fifth in the last five years, maize yields by a 
third, and 60 per cent of the children are suffering from stunted 
growth caused by hunger. 

But this is only the beginning of a disastrous process. The soil 
washed down from the mountains in Nepal silts up the bed of the 
Ganges river basin in India, raising it by 6 to 12 inches a year, so 
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every year the rains pour into shallower rivers bringing disastrous 
floods to faraway Bangladesh. Soil from the Himalayas is forming 
a new island in the Bay of Bengal. A process that is happening in 
other parts of the world. 

Precious water sources also dry up, for trees and soil store 
rainfall and stop it running straight off the land. The drought 
that has afflicted Ethiopia and the Sudan is caused by this 
problem. 

India may face a water crisis within the decade because of 
deforestation. Kuala Lumpur, one of the rainiest regions on the 
earth, now has water rationing. The lives of millions of people 
depend on water from the tropical forests. 

The massive deforestation is a major cause of changes in the 
climate: The ram forests are dark and they absorb heat. The crops 
or grass that replace them are much lighter and reflect more of the 
sun’s energy. This affects the circulation of the atmosphere and is 
likely to alter weather patterns thousands of miles away. 

The forests soak up the carbon dioxide produced by the burning 
of fossil fuels, and are needed to counteract the greenhouse 
effect. But if they are felled and burned, they, too, release 
carbon dioxide compounding the crisis. 

Another problem facing the world is the pollution of the seas 
and the rivers which is adding to the grave environmental 
dangers. Humans, animals and plants all need a supply of fresh 
water for healthy life. Industry has poured a cocktail of toxic 
wastes into rivers which has reached the seas to the detriment of 
valuable fishing waters, needed in many parts of the world as food 
for local people. 

Agricultural industry, which in the post-war years has spread 
and sprayed a mass of pesticides, fungicides, herbicides and 
chemical fertilisers on the land, has increased the yield of crops - 
but at a price. The chemicals are ingested by wildlife and from 
there find their way into the food-chain. The run-off finds its 
way into rivers and seas, killing wildlife and becoming a danger to 
human beings drinking the water. 

Most of these chemicals are man-made compounds not found in 
the natural environment and lots of them persist in living 
organisms for many years. Post-mortem examination has shown 
that some chemicals banned as being too toxic are still found not 
only in wildlife but in human tissue, a potential danger for future 


Discussion 5 


Discussion: The Environment 


generations. 

Over the past years scientists and environmentalists have studied 
various disasters that have happened, such as the problem of acid 
rain, which is lolling the trees in a vast swathe across northern 
Europe. They came to the conclusion that a large amount of the 
emissions of sulphur dioxide and nitrous oxide come from power 
stations, and most of it from the big power stations in the 
midlands and north of this country. 

Only recently our television screens were full of seals dying from 
a mystery virus. Research has found that the seals’ health has 
been affected by the polluted waters of the North Sea, allowing 
the virus to kill the weakened animals. 

It is now clear that these are not just isolated problems, but 
symptoms of an environment under pressure, the delicate balance 
of the interdependent, eco-systems is upset and self-regulatory 
mechanisms are beginning to break down. 

Scientists are starting to realise that these problems are 
symptoms of a much bigger and more complex problem caused by 
the human race and its activities. 

Nobody yet knows precisely what the effects of the climatic 
changes are likely to be. Changes in patterns of wind and rainfall, 
might benefit some countries, others could suffer. 

Computer simulations of climatic changes in the world, made in 
the Soviet Union and the United States did not agree. Far more 
research needs to be done to improve the mathematical models of 
the world’s climate before any really useful answers can be 
produced. 

Scientist James Hansen of the Goddard Institute for Space 
Studies in New York, run by NASA, has predicted a rise in 
average global temperature of 0.5 degrees Celsius per decade. 
This could mean a shift in the temperature and vegetation belts 
between the poles of around 50 to 75 kilometres every ten years, 
which would affect the crop patterns in those belts. This could 
cause the extinction of plant and animal species on a large scale. 

At the same time there could be a rise in sea levels due to the 
melting of the polar ice caps, which could bring about a rise in sea 
levels of about 1.5 metres over the next 60 years. 

In many parts of the world coastal and low-lying areas would be 
inundated, destroying farm land and contaminating water 
supplies. Typhoons and hurricanes would also occur, causing 
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unknown devastation The world would have reached what Soviet 
scientists are calling the “fatal boundary 7 ’ a holocaust as final as a 
nuclear one. 

In the last century, burgeoning capitalist society was out “to 
conquer nature 77 , and it is only in the last 30 years that it has been 
realised that if society continues on those lines, we won’t have a 
world left fit to live in. 

It is beginning to sink in that the human race must learn to live 
in harmony with nature, or perish,which is a conclusion that both 
Marx and Engels came to about 150 years ago, The human race 
has had the capacity to destroy the world since nuclear bombs 
were developed - but it also has the capacity to prevent a nuclear 
holocaust and to use developing technology and scientific 
knowledge to prevent an environmental disaster. 

There is no doubt about what needs to be done. The emission of 
the greenhouse gases needs to be stringently controlled, the use of 
chloro-fluorocarbons should cease, the chopping down of the 
rainforests must be ended and a solution sought to the problem of 
industrial waste and domestic rubbish. 

But, of course, that is easier said than done. It has taken the 
human race a century and a half of escalating industrial activity to 
bring about the present state of environmental pollution. 

The problems are complex. A large part of the problem of 
greenhouse gases is produced by coal and oil-fired power stations. 
And energy is a primary necessity for the development of human 
society, more energy will be needed in the future development of 
society, not less. 

Nuclear power plants do not produce the polluting gases, but 
they are dangerous and, of course, produce radioactive waste, 
creating a serious problem that so far has not been solved. 

The Soviet Union, since the tragic accident at Chernobyl, has 
tightened up the operation of the plant, introducing many new 
safety features; it has reaffirmed its plans to continue using 
nuclear power, which will be needed if socialism is to be further 
developed. 

Coal and oil used in conventional power stations make a large 
contribution to the greenhouse effect, and, of course, they are 
non-renewable resources, and therefore need to be used 
efficiently. In this country the Tory government is cutting fuel 
and power research funds. A project working on the fluidised bed 
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method of using coal for power stations is being closed down early 
this year. 

Far more needs to be done on research into solar, wind and 
wave power. Whilst it is very doubtful if these will ever produce 
enough power for industry, these alternative sources could save on 
fossil fuel-burning, and could be used in areas where not so much 
power is needed. But the capitalist system is not interested in such 
projects - they do not produce the mega-profits they want. 

In the longer term the world needs a non-polluting source of 
power and the most promising research so far is in the creation of 
nuclear fusion. But the United States and Britain have both given 
up on their projects. The only country in the world now pursuing 
this line of research at the present time is the Soviet Union. 

It has been noticed that the British Prime Minister has over the 
past few months suddenly turned a beautiful shade of green. She 
has become very enthusiastic about the environment just at the 
time when she is proposing to sell off the energy industry and the 
water industry to private enterprise. 

Privatisation of these vital services will be hazardous to the 
health and safety of working people. 

She and her henchmen are cynically using the environmental 
issue to carry through the sale of vital public services. 

Far more research is needed to improve nuclear power 
generating and to solve the problem of radioactive waste. This, of 
course, is expensive, and capitalism in crisis is not interested in 
spending money on such work. 

The Thatcher government is intent on increasing the nuclear 
component of the energy industry, which at the present time is 
about 14 per cent of power produced. 

A promising research projectthat was being developed on 
fluidised bed combustion, would have made the use of coal far 
more efficient than the old conventional power stations, which are 
only 30 per cent efficient, while a fluidised bed system could 
produce up to 60 per cent or more electricity. Such a system, 
which would make the best use of coal, which is a non-renewable 
resource, would be valuable in leading to a cleaner environment - 
but the Thatcher government is cutting the funds off and the 
research ends in April. 

Investors have been hanging back from taking on the nuclear 
sector of the energy industry because of the dangers arising from 
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the unknown costs of decommissioning nuclear reactors. To 
overcome their resistance the government has devised a special 
levy or tax, which would be borne, almost certainly by domestic 
users, to ensure that electricity is cheap enough for industry. 

Another reason for privatising nuclear power is that Britain is a 
signatory to the EEC directive to combat acid ram, approved by 
the EEC Council of Ministers last June, and consequently faces a 
clean-up bill of around £3bn. 

The directive requires countries to cut emissions of sulphur 
dioxide by 60 per cent of their levels in 1980 by the year 2003. 
The CEGB said it would meet the new standards by doubling its 
existing programme of fitting equipment for flue-gas 
desulphurisation to power stations. 

The June meeting also committed Britain to action before 1998 
to reduce its emissions of nitrogen oxides by 30 per cent but the 
CEGB says it has no plans to develop the technology needed for 
this, which would cost £100m for each large power station. It is 
estimated that this target could be met if motor vehicles, the other 
mam source of nitrogen oxide emissions were fitted with catalytic 
converters. The government has no plans to require the motor 
industry to meet these demands. 

But, of course, the CEGB will not be in charge to meet these 
requirements, private industry will have taken over and the 
government will do all in its power to protect the new owners and 
maintain profits for shareholders. 

The government is quite prepared to move the goal posts when it 
suits it. It has always been sharp enough to do that and an 
excellent example of that is demonstrated by the water industry, 
where the standards for the treatment of water have been relaxed 
in preparation for the privatisation of the industry. 

It was recently revealed that already 300 water sources in this 
country fail to meet EEC standards. 

And 80 per cent of our sewage works are also breaking pollution 
laws; the cost of bringing them up to standard running billions. 
The government has promised that all sewage works will comply 
with legal standards by 1992. 

Britain’s ageing sewers are crumbling and more billions will be 
needed to replace them. For the past few years, the local 
authorities have been given only enough money for crisis 
management, and even that is not enough to prevent more sewer 
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collapses. 

Private enterprise is unlikely to want to spend all those billions 
on repairing and upgrading either the clean-water system or the 
sewerage system. But the sweetener for the sell-off of the water 
authorities is the thousands of acres of prime land owned by the 
authorities, which will be a target for the land speculators. 

The problems that face the peoples of the world are enormous, 
from the threat of global climatic changes to the smaller but 
potentially life-threatening problems of local and regional 
pollution, which, at the same time have an effect on the overall 
global environment. 

Monopoly capitalism in its final crisis cannot find any solutions 
to these problems. Indeed, it cannot even plan far into the 
future, it can only react to the problems within the system which 
is now under crisis management. 

Only a stable society - a socialist society - that utilises the 
enormous creative power of the working class will be able to 
resolve these problems. It highlights the need to step up the 
struggle for peace and socialism. 

But while that struggle goes on, the fight must be on to force 
the capitalists to do some things towards improving the situation, 
even small improvements can delay the build-up of local and 
regional pollution to the point where qualitative and irreversible 
changes could take place, changes that could be as dangerous as 
nuclear war. 

Air pollution in large towns and cities could be reduced if more 
car owners could be persuaded to use lead-free petrol, which is 
now on the market. Although in West Germany cars are now 
using catalytic converters, which clean up the exhaust gases, in 
this country the manufacturers’ threat that the customer would 
have to pay more and they would therefore sell fewer cars has so 
far prevented any legislation on this. Fierce competition in the car 
industry, with the Japanese and Europeans treading on British 
heels, has made British car manufacturers fearful of doing 
anything that might reduce their share of the market. 

The air would be even cleaner if the number of cars and 
juggernauts on our roads was reduced. The answer to traffic jam 
problems lies not in building more roads and motorways but the 
better use of railways for freight and public transport. 

In London, the Greater London Council’s 'Tares Fair” policy 
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was beginning to show results with less traffic on London’s roads. 
But the Tory government stepped in and ended that progressive 
move, later abolishing the GLC altogether. Since then London’s 
traffic has again slowed down, tube and railway services have 
worsened and with it the quality of life for Londoners. 

The trade union movement needs to take up these issues, along 
with the government’s privatisation plans of other public services. 
Raising the environmental aspects of the government’s plans could 
help raise working-class consciousness of the need for 
environmental protection in their own interests. Resolutions to 
their trade unions’ annual conferences would be helpful on all 
these issues. 

In this country, we have a large peace movement, and there is a 
considerable interest in environmental issues within it. I believe 
that the peace movement, not only in this country but all over the 
world, has the biggest single contribution to make towards saving 
the world by ensuring that the world is free from nuclear arms by 
the year 2000. We must inspire CND and other sections of the 
movement to fight more positively for the cancellation of Trident, 
no Star Wars developments, a Test Ban Treaty and a considerable 
reduction in arms spending. 

We must get the peace movement to see that these are not just 
slogans but real objectives that they must fight for in the 
interests, not only of themselves, but of future generations. We 
must not let the peace movement be diverted by arguments against 
nuclear power, or let them be persuaded to change to campaign on 
environmental issues. But use the environmental issues to win 
more people to join the fight for a world free from nuclear 
weapons so that defence budgets can be cut and the billions spent 
on nuclear arms can be put to far more useful and constructive 
purposes. 

There have been many programmes on television over the past 
few months on “green issues”, some of them extremely good, with 
much of the publicity given to the environment being due to 
Friends of the Earth and Greenpeace. Both these organisations are 
doing valuable work highlighting problems of pollution, but 
neither of them has the capacity to win masses of people to 
action. FOE, is now tied firmly to the Green Party, which has its 
limitations, and Greenpeace does not pretend to be any more than 
a pressure group. The New Communist Party has sharp 
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ideological differences with the Green Party, their somewhat 
woolly policies would restrict the development of technology; they 
seem more interested in looking backward at the old idea of a 
cottage-industry-style of life, while the real needs of the people 
will only be served by fully utilising the new technology. 

The working class, with its organised part at its core, is the 
driving force for a change to socialism. It must therefore be a 
prime task for the New Communist Party to educate the working 
class to the global dangers. The New Worker must take on these 
issues, and make the working class aware of the serious nature of 
the problems and their solution. But the articles need to be 
sensitively written, the situation is alarming, but there are 
positive measures being taken in some parts of the world. We 
must take care not to demoralise our class who already have grave 
problems as the ruling class step up their attack to drive down 
living standards. 

Vietna m, for instance, a country utterly devastated by war, is 
pioneering successfully the first replanting of a t ropical forest. 

Last year, the Vietnamese planted some SC O million t rees , 

c over i ng some 16U,U00 hectares. The Vietname se government is 

giving the recovery of the forest land a high priori t y. despite a 

s erious economic crisis and little - foreign aid , and a team of 

V letnamese scientists has drafted a national plan of recovery~T or 

t he co u ntryside. Scientists at the University of H anoi reported 

that “Vietnam’s goal is to mobilise the plant ing of 200,000 

hectares of trees this year (1988) and to reach 300,000 as soon as 

possible. The re-greening efforts if th e biggest"challenge f acin g 

the country since reunification . ” 

E thiopia also, a new' young socialist country, is working, hard to 

r ehabilita te land exhausted by over-far ming: planting trees and 

grass to prevent more erosion . 

Another example involving both socialist and capitalist countries 
is the Baltic Sea, w'hich is surrounded by seven countries who 
recently signed a convention for its protection and the setting up 
of an executive agency. The socialist countries, are participating 
in all the joint programmes for research and monitoring of the 
ecology of the sea, which has been heavily polluted. 

All international efforts which are organised under the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) must be widely 
supported and constantly publicised. This was set up in 1972 at 
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the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment in 
Stockholm. Since the 1970s UNEP’s Earthwatch programme has 
been monitoring the earth’s atmosphere and collecting information 
on which to base international action such as the 1979 Convention 
on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution, signed by 35 states - 
in an effort to reduce acid rain. UNEP also manages the World 
Climate Impact Studies Programme, and, through various other 
projects on marine pollution and desertification, is working 
closely with UNESCO to conserve the tropical forests. 

Internationally, a network of treaties and conventions is having 
an ever-increasing effect but, as it is said, “practical steps can be 
taken to resolve the awesome, environmental problems that face 
the world as it enters the final years of the century. UNEP has 
done much, and can do much more - if only it is allowed the 
resources it needs.” US and British imperialism, although 
subscribing to UNEP has never been prepared to increase its 
contributions to enable it to fund more research and projects. 

Since the change in the balance of forces in the world became 
clear, and the socialist countries and the Non-Aligned nations 
together in the United Nations began challenging the imperialist 
states, the principal imperialist powers have not been keen to 
spend any more money on United Nations bodies. 

Only recently, it was announced that Mrs Thatcher herself is 
calling a world conference to discuss ways of reducing 
chloro-fluorocarbons in the atmosphere. She wants to by-pass the 
United Nations bodies, assert British imperialist influence, and 
ensure that any decisions taken demand only the minimum 
reductions of CFCs, with the longest possible delay on 
implementing them, in order to protect transnational companies’ 
interests. 

Britain, along with the United States, has used its veto to 
prevent progressive measures being taken in the United Nations 
and even after signing various protocols and conventions has used 
all sorts of excuses not to implement or to delay some measures. 

The environment is no longer a subject to be raised only when a 
disaster occurs - it must be taken into account in all political 
work, it is essential for our future, and for future generations. 

For a healthy life, we need a clean environment to live in. 
Traditionally, the trade union movement has only been concerned 
with health and safety within the workplace, it needs to learn that 
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health and safety need to be maintained far beyond that. Trade 
unionists must learn to take responsibility for the effluent that 
factories and farms pour into rivers, and realise that toxic waste 
can kill their community, and that toxic gases pollute the air they 
and their families have to breathe. 

If there is a local environmental problem that threatens any 
local community, Communists and other working-class activists 
should take part in protest actions alongside FOE and Greenpeace, 
drawing in trade union organisations. Environmental matters 
should no longer be left to the petty bourgeoisie - or considered as 
a diversion from working-class issues - they are far too dangerous 
to neglect. 

Finally, our young people need to be educated in 
Marxist-Leninist philosophy, the only true scientific philosophy, 
our class philosophy, so that they will come to see that, as Karl 
Marx urged, the human race must learn to live in harmony with 
nature. The world is going to need more and more scientific 
thinkers if we are to learn how to manage our planet and keep it 
safe for the future. 

The task of ensuring the survival of life on this earth is an 
awesome responsibility. But, the urgency of the ecological 
problems demands that many more people are drawn into action 
giving impetus to the fight for peace and socialism. 


THE ENVIRONMENT 

We would like your opinion of this article and your 
contribution to the overall subject of the environment. 
We invite you to submit your comments for possible 
publication in the New Communist Review. Please 
write to: NCR, PO Box 73, London, SW11 2PQ, 
marking your letter “Environment Discussion”. 
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